IRELAND.
CHAPTER  I.
IRELAND  BEFORE THE ANGLO-NORMAN   CONQUEST.
Prehistoric Ireland. The Milesian conquerors. The Irish an Aryan.
Celtic race. Pagan Ireland. The island cut off from the Empire.
First traces of Irish history. The mission of Patrick and its results.
Ireland little affected by the consequences of the barbarian conquests
and the fall of Rome. Splendid achievements of the Early Irish
Church. State of society in Ireland before subsequent invasion and
conquest The Monarchy. The inferior kings. The chiefs and other
orders. The tribes, clans and septs. The settlement of the land.
The Church, The organisation and features of society. The arts of
war and peace in Ireland. The Brehon laws. History. Poetry, Music.
Architecture. Sculpture. The characteristics of the Irish. The
Danish invasions. Brian. Decline of the Monarchy, and of civili-
sation. Proximity of England to Ireland. The island exposed to
Anglo-Norman conquest.
THE traces are faint of the prehistoric race which spread over
Ireland in remote antiquity. The island is particularly rich in
stone; it contains numerous Cyclopean remains; but it has
nothing like Stonehenge in extent and grandeur. Tradition
indicates that it was peopled from the East; the Fomorians
have been called a Turanian tribe; the Firbolgs were probably
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